
long-term causes                                      short-term causes                                     trigger
Stroming of the 

Bastille

Calling of the 
Estates-
General

Economic crisis

Outdated social 
order

privileges for first
two estates

educated members of 3rd estate
without suitable careers

wealthy bourgeoisie
without political influence

Bad harvest of 
1788

rising food prices

bread riots

starvation

Lack of leadership
by the king

Voting procedure
 unclear

High but different 
expectations

government bancrupt

king not able to reform
tax system

rising tax burden
for peasants and workers

THE ROAD TO THE FRENCH 
REVOLUTION

National 
assembly

3rd Estate wants
a constitution

Tennis Court Oath

King gives in but
orders troops to Paris




